
Making a ‘Damn Good Red’ wine starts 
with the soil.  In 1974, Sydney Hamilton 
(1898-1987) traversed the country, before 

settling on a farm in Coonawarra , with 
‘Damn Good Red’, Terra Rossa soil.  

Here, he planted vines and founded Leconfield, 
embarking on a life’s ambition – to grow and 
produce perhaps the best red wine in Australia 

based on the Cabernet Sauvignon grape.
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Seductively complex and enticing, the bouquet shows blackcurrant, tobacco, fennel, and 
toasty oak characters. It's superbly weighted and richly expressed on the palate, with 
outstanding depth and a plush mouthfeel, backed by fine, chalky tannins, which lead to an 
impressively long, structured finish. At its best: now to 2037. 
www.leconfieldcoonawarra.com. June 2025.

95 Points - Sam Kim, Wine Orbit

DGR? Well, it stands for "damn good red" and I have to agree—that's what it is. This one 
comes from the prized Terra Rossa soils of  Coonawarra. It is everything you might expect 
from these varieties from this region. Cabernet and shiraz sit together so well, and when 
you get a good year like 2022 in Coonawarra, the results are superb. Aromas of  leafy 
blackcurrant with a little bay leaf, like black cherry. The palate has the strength of  cabernet 
with the plushness of  shiraz, and it comes together in an elegant and almost effortlessly 
structured expression of  the two varieties. It's full-bodied towards medium, but the power 
and the intensity are evident from the start. One of  tremendous length and persistence. 
Cellar: 20 years.

97 Points - Ray Jordan, WinePilot

From a favourite Coonawarra winery, this is a very fine example of  the great Aussie blend 
– Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz – and hails from an excellent vintage for the region. 
DGR stands for Damn Good Red, which most of  us would take to mean the wine itself, 
but you can go further and think of  that famed terra rossa soil.
An inky dark but vibrant purple, this is a wonderful Coonawarra red, with the Cabernet 
very much to the fore at the moment. The aromas weave through tobacco leaves, 
blackberries, herbs, cigar boxes, graphite and spices. Seamless in structure, this has serious 
length, finishing with abundant and quite firm, youthful tannins. Chocolate/cherry notes 
emerge on the palate and the oak is integrating well. This is built for the long haul, twenty 
years if  you have the patience and the cellar, but it will provide plenty of  pleasure along 
the way.

94 Points - Ken Gargett, WinePilot


