
CENTURION
OLD VINE

“A thrilling celebration of  old age, low yields, 
great flavour concentration and McLaren 
Vale regional warmth and generosity.” 
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96 Points  

TONI PATERSON
The 2020 Richard Hamilton Centurion is a magnificent 
example of a premium old-vine McLaren Vale shiraz: densely 
flavoured, characterful, and reflective of its origin. The grapes 
are sourced from a nurtured three-quarter hectare plot 
whose life spans three centuries. The age of the vines, 
combined with meticulous viticulture and winemaking, 
results in a gorgeous drop, plush and concentrated though 
with welcomed reserve. As one would expect, it is in a 
youthful state with vibrant red plum, raspberry coulis and a 
touch of milk chocolate. But then you get threads of musk 
and pomegranate dancing through the wine, which are 
utterly mesmerising. The long, opulent, fleshy palate is 
perfectly polished, with plentiful ripe tannin and oak in 
check, ensuring mid-term cellaring success. That said, one 
needs a fair amount of willpower to resist its youthful 
charms. Tiny quantities are made. 

96 Points
JENI PORT
A thrilling celebration of old age, low yields, great flavour 
concentration and McLaren Vale regional warmth and 
generosity. It’s hard to ask for more. Here, they bring 
aromatic intent rich in Asian spices, aniseed, black fruits, 
chocolate with background – quite discreet – 
toasty-mocha oak. Old vine small yields contribute 
intensity and potency in flavour on the palate. Tannins are 
smooth, compliant, bending to the fruit as well as 
enhancing structure before finishing long. In short, the 
Centurion offers a glimpse into the past – old vines 
immediately conjure up a strong mental picture – 
while remaining firmly in the present. It is only three years 
old in bottle age, after all. A long life awaits.

95 Points
NICOLE BILSON
This was everything I expect from premium McLaren Vale 
Shiraz – dark and powerful with round, ripe tannins and 
intense fruit concentration. But it was also a whole lot 
more. Ancient dry-grown vines, planted in 1892, offer up a 
seamless elegance. Aromas of perfectly ripe blackberries 
and black cherries are lifted by a pinch of white pepper. 
Subtle, beautifully integrated oak adds earthy baking spices.

On the palate there is a vibrant blueberry acidity that you 
get from fruit so perfect that it almost crunches when your 
teeth pierce the skin. It’s savoury at the same time, with 
minerality akin to freshly sharpened graphite drawing 
pencils. Wines like this are designed to age, and whilst it 
drinks beautifully now, especially with a quick decant, I look 
forward to the complexity it will achieve with a few more 
years in bottle. 

95 Points
ANDREW CAILLARD 
Medium deep crimson.  Well concentrated choc/blackberry, 
mocha, dark plum, ferruginous, chinotto notes, hint black 
pepper. Generous blackberry, roasted walnut flavours, fine, 
chalky tannins and underlying earthy notes with attractive 
mid-palate richness and excellent mineral length. 
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